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What 
makes  

something 
recyclable?

Can the material be easily collected?

Can the material be sorted?

Is there an end-market to make new products?

Collection

Processing

End-Market
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What Makes Something Recyclable?
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≠

• Recycling doesn’t happen until a material displaces virgin resources

• Unless materials becomes a feedstock for a new product, it increases 
cost and environmental burden.

Collection is not recycling



Recycling Changes

Wishful Recycling :
The act of having hope or desire for something to be 
recyclable. 

How did we get here?
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• Trash in the recycling bin ends up in the landfill anyway. 
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So What?
What if I recycle something that cannot go in my bin?

Contamination is a big problem for our industry, and an issue we 
have been fighting for many years.

• Quality recyclables can also end up in the landfill during the process 
to remove contamination.

• One wrong item in the recycling bin can ruin the whole load – we call 
this contamination.



Film Plastics in Disc Screens
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Recycle or Trash?
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Recycle or Trash?
Continued
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Final Product to Market
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Recycling Changes
Not just a local issue
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What does this mean for me and how did we 
get here?

Biggest changes 
impacting recyclers:

1. Greater focus on 
eliminating contamination 

2. Reviewing material 
accepted for recycling
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Timeline - Events in China Leading up to 
Current Market Conditions 

2013
China 

announces 
Operation 

Green 
Fence

2017
China 

announces 
National 
Sword 

January 
2018

National 
Sword 
Takes 
Effect 

May 2018
China 

announces 
30-day ban 

June 2018
China 

announces 
ban on all 

material by 
2020

August 
2018
China 

implements 
tariffs on 
recyclable 
material
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Waste Management exports material to 
commodity markets around the world
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Effects of China’s Policy Changes
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Elevated quality 
expectations for all 

buyers

Increased recycling 
processing costs

Increased residue 
rates

Surplus of material 



How you can help
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• Review your acceptable items 
list. 

• Review informative recycling 
education materials to recycle 
right. 

• Actively discuss the current 
state of recycling how you can 
be a good recycler.



Plastic Bottles, Jars and Jugs          Aluminum and Tin Cans
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Focusing on what we can control

Paper 
(bigger than a standard sheet)

Cardboard



Thank you!

Questions?
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